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                                                          Republic of Zambia
                            METEOROLOGICAL   DEPARTMENT
                 2007/2008 SEASONAL RAINFALL FORECAST FOR ZAMBIA

                                                   Issued by

                                                    Maurice R. Muchinda,

                                                   Director of Meteorology

                                                      19th September, 2007

GENERAL SITUATION:

The 2007/2008 rain season indicates a likelihood of normal to above normal rainfall over Zambia. The main principal factors taken into consideration in the formulation of this forecast are the current state of the global oceans, which indicates neutral conditions biased towards a weak La Nina phenomenon.

OUTLOOK

During the period October to December 2007, most parts of Zambia have a likelihood of receiving normal rainfall.
For the period January to March 2008, the whole country has increased chances of receiving normal to above normal rainfall. Flash floods are likely to occur over much of Zambia, especially in the southeast.
N.B.
ABOVE NORMAL        - Rainfall greater than 125% of the 30 year average (1971-2000)
NORMAL                        - Rainfall between 75% and 125% of 30years average
BELOW NORMAL        - Rainfall less than 75% of 30 year average
Please note that this forecast is based on three-monthly averages and not necessarily on monthly basis. It is therefore strongly recommended that users of this forecast contact the Zambia Meteorological Department for interpretation of this forecast.
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Fig.1: Rainfall Forecast for October –November – December 2007

Fig.2: Rainfall Forecast for January- February -March 2008

 Fig.3: Mean Rainfall for the period October – November- December (1961-2006)

 Fig.4: Mean Rainfall for the period January- February- March (1961-2007)             

Zambia Meteorological Department P.O.Box 30200, 10101, Lusaka, Zambia
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